Dear friends,
When we began this academic year in the autumn of 2020, we often wondered what we
would retrospectively say about this particular season and what would therefore make
up the content of this very newsletter. We knew we had 40 enthusiastic, courageous
students from across Europe who would embark with us on a journey of training and
discipleship, but we also had a year ahead of challenges brought about by questions
such as: How will we navigate running our course in the midst of a global pandemic?
How will we adapt to the changes in legislation resulting from Brexit in a way that serves
our vision and enhances our overall training programme? Will there be considerable
progress to our building project? In what way is God positioning us towards the future
of the IBTC?
Today, we are at the very point we were anticipating so many months ago and are able
to answer most of those questions with an overwhelming sense of gratitude for God’s
clear direction and providence, for the effort of a team whose love and passion prompts
them to go the extra mile and for the prayers and support of all our friends and wider
network.
We also celebrate having been able to run this academic year successfully despite the
considerable challenges brought about by quarantine requirements, restrictions on
travel and a long community lock-down for our college.
But that’s not all – keep reading to find out what else is new at IBTC!

NEW COURSES
'Training for such a time like this’
We are pleased to be able to inform all our wonderful supportive friends and partners
that IBTC has maximised the opportunity provided by the recent disruptive period of
Brexit and Corona virus pandemic to re-evaluate its study programme.
We have spent time re-designing our Christian vocational training courses to be fit for
purpose in the new adjusted 'normal’ we now find ourselves in. What exactly does this
imply? Will the IBTC ethos change or the training be fundamentally different?
We are in the process of designing a separate newsletter to answer all your questions
about what the launching of these new courses means and explain how this only
enhances rather than changes the training our college provides.

STAFF CHANGES
In 2011 God called a young Italian couple, Stefano and Francesca Guaglione, to leave
everything and dedicate themselves to serving him, so they obeyed his voice and came as
students to IBTI. Little did they know that this would lead to staying on as volunteers
afterwards and slowly taking on more responsibilities as they grew in capacity.
Francesca started by babysitting for children of previous volunteers and Stefano began as
PA to John and Eliana. They progressed through various roles to managing departments
of the college including one of the most central to our work here – Student Welfare. They
served God out of their passions too; Stefano through his love of teaching and his gifting
in leading worship; Francesca through her zeal for evangelism which enabled her to not
simply prepare and train the students but also lead by example.
They also carried the responsibility of the IBTC Christlike youth camp and IBTC outreaches
in Europe, influencing many young lives beyond the college too, even motivating some of
them to then become IBTC students. We will see them again as they will be back to teach
in 2022 but this chapter of their lives as part of the resident staff of the IBTC has come to
an end and so, they left the College at the end of June. They have impacted the lives of so
many students, and staff too, and they will be missed in so many ways.
As they have committed their lives to him we know that he will not just be with them but
he will also continue to use them to build his kingdom and influence lives.
Stefano and Francesca – on behalf of all those of the IBTC family who know you and love
you – thank you and God bless you.

SUPPORTING STUDENTS
For anyone who watched the online graduation ceremony you will remember our
Operations Director, John Whyte, making us aware of the plight of some first-year
students who would love to return to the college in October to do their second year and
complete their diploma, but for reasons related to the pandemic will require financial help
to make this a reality.
Every year, students see God’s provision for their fees through a variety of means
and, this year, due to the far-reaching effects of the pandemic their faith is being
stretched even further. The poor availability of summer jobs in mainland Europe is even
more difficult than usual and this situation is compounded by the downturn of some
family businesses which is affecting students’ ability to raise funds.
Would you be able to stand in the gap and be the answer to these students’ prayers
for finances by offering support? Even the smallest of donations can make a huge
difference and will enable these students to continue in their studies and benefit
from doing an incredibly life-shaping and ministry-enhancing second year of study.
Please visit our website www.ibti.org.uk and go to the ‘Support Us’ tab and scroll down
to ‘How can I support IBTI financially?’ Underneath the ‘For students who struggle
paying the cost of their training’ section click on the ‘Donate Now’ tab to make your
donation.
Thank you in advance for all your generous offers of financial help for our precious
students to help them fulfil their training and calling.

NEW BUILDING UPDATE
During this Pandemic period, when most of the businesses across the UK were either
closed or on limited hours, the work in the new accommodation wing of the college was
moving forward in line with Govt. Covid-19 guidelines. All the plumbing and electrics
have been completed in the accommodation wing (ground and first floor), the underfloor
heating is up and running and although we didn’t manage to keep to our schedule due
to lack of materials and Covid-19 rules, we are really grateful to be where we are at
present. We want to thank our Heavenly Father firstly for all his provision and secondly
for all of our donors and supporters be it in prayer or in finances, YOU are key to seeing
the project moving forward.
We are trusting that in October 2021, we will be able to house the new intake of secondyear students in the 10 rooms which are close to completion. The main staircase will be
installed in July and the main atrium glass entrance in August. These are huge parts of the
project but we are convinced that our God has His eye on us and will stimulate all of us to
continue to pray, trust, mobilise, give and witness His amazing favour on the college.
Prayer Points: Final 3 areas that need completing.
1.
2.
3.

Ground floor community hub (coffee/tea area & 3 double bedrooms)
First floor chapel, IT area and intercession room
Removal of old building annex 1 and construction of student entrance to complete
the new building works. (Ground floor & first floor entrances to community hub and
chapel respectively including a Lift)

We are waiting for estimates for all 3 areas and are praying for the necessary funding.

Celebration Points:
1.
2.
3.
4.

God has provided a volunteer plasterer to help us (He is one of our Staff)
Accommodation wing is almost completed
Atrium is almost completed
Students returning (16 or 18) will be housed in new accommodation with underfloor
heating!

Thank you for your continuous support and interest in our college and we will be in touch
soon to present our exciting new courses!

Every blessing ,
John and Eliana
with the IBTC team

